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GEORGIA SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 


CHEMISTRY 


April 4, 1932 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway and 156th Street 
New York, N.Y. 


Gentlemen: 


IT have a friend who has a rather large collection of 
medals. He is desirous of classifying and icross-indexing them 
according to some plan, which will both correlate the medal with 
information concerning it, and serve to make finding a given 
mecdah easy. As long as the collection was small, there was lit- 
tle difficulty, but numerous additions make it impossible con- 
tinuously to be re-grouping the medals 4in the cases. 


Will you be so kind as to tell me whether any system 
of classification has been worked out for medals, similar to 
the Dewey decimal system for books, which he could suitably 
apply to his collection? Or would it be neesessary to work out 
one's own system? 


I wrote concerning this to the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, whose curator referred me to you. I will greatly appreciate 
any information that you may have to offer. 


Yours very truly, 


Sie 


wise 
Harold B. Friedman 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry 


April 6, 19521 
Prof. Harold B. Friedman 
Georgia School of Technology 
Atlanta, Geogesia. \ 


Dear Sir: 


There is no adopted plan such as libraries use for books for 
catloguing or cand indexing medals. They are generally done geographi- 
cally and then chronologically. However some collectors that specialize 
catalogue them by subjects. “eas yet have mde no catalogue of our 
medsis but we have them arranged as I have outlined above, putting at 
the end of the chronological arrangement all the personal medals. With - 
the UnitedStates medals we have arranged all the medals relating to the 
United States as a wholein chronological order, first starting with the 
Colonial, then the Revolutionary, those that would fall between this 
period and the War of 1612 ete. All meduls referring to States we have by 
States, under each State all of the local medals. Medals of special events 
may or may not be grouped under States. Various World Fair medals are by 
themselves; those relating to religion, art, education, such as college etc. 
by themselves, personal medals by themselves ete. All the political medals 
we have arranged by the different campaigns. 

Vany medals would fit into several classifications and we would 
put them under what we considered iheir main classification and cross re- 
ference them to other subject heads. I have in mind a medal of a National 
Republican Convention,bearing a head of Lincoln, held in Chicago. This 
could be put under the political medals with a cross reference to Lincoln 
and Chicago. ‘There were many medals struck in 1889 canmemorating the 
centenary of Washington's inaugural and the opening of the Brooklyn Bridge. 
In this instance, it could he placed under Washington, New York, Brooklyn 
as well as the United States chronological series. Also where the designer 
or artist is known a cross reference could be made to that person. fvery- 
one that has catalogued their medals has worked out their own system. 


~ Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Curator 


